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READING ARIZONA COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT POLICY 

 

The Arizona State Library, Archives, and Public Records is tasked with collecting all available 

works pertaining to or bearing on the history of Arizona (ARS §41-151.08) . Reading Arizona 

builds on this responsibility by providing ebooks featuring Arizona topics and themes to all 

Arizonans.  

 

A. Goal Statement 

 

Reading Arizona is an ebook lending platform offering a curated group of 

broadly appealing e-content on a standalone platform featuring Arizona-specific 

content. The goals of the project are to develop a system that:  

 Provides Arizona library patrons with easy access to a variety of ebooks 

that introduce them to the state’s literary landscape 

 Provides Arizona content creators and rights holders with a simple and 

valuable distribution method for their work 

 Encourages librarians to participate in the ebook and reader relationship 

through traditional library services 

 

B. Scope of Coverage 

 

Geographic Area and Time Period 

The primary focus of the collection is material featuring and/or related to 

Arizona topics and themes. Of lesser importance are materials concerning the 

Southwest or nearby states. Books that are set in the Southwest more broadly 

will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Books from genres that are less 

focused on Arizona specifically, e.g. children’s books, are given priority. Books 

that are set exclusively in neighboring states and have no Arizona connection 

will not be considered.  

There is no chronological restriction; topics may cover Arizona’s past, present, or 

future. 

Language 
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English-language materials are preferable, though materials in Spanish or any of 

Arizona’s native languages are also included. Materials in any other languages 

are accepted only if the work contains new information about the state, or is the 

language of a document originating in the state, e.g. a work written by a 

Japanese internment camp prisoner in Japanese. 

 

Format 

Materials are available online through web browsers and tablets. Ebooks are 

presented in ePub and PDF. 

C. Content Selection 

Reading Arizona features three types of content: contemporary ebooks acquired 

from publishers, content from self-published authors, and digitized public 

domain books and manuscripts. 

 

General Principles of Material Selection and Retention 

To create a collection that facilitates patron learning and exploration in line with 

our mission and goal statements, Reading Arizona uses the following criteria to 

select and deselect materials: 

 Contribution to Arizona topics and themes 

 Relevance to community needs and interests  

 Contemporary and/or historical significance 

 Popular reputation 

 Author reputation/authority in the field 

 Relationship to existing collection 

 Deep and diverse viewpoints 

 Author’s relationship to Arizona 

 Price 

 Enduring value 

 Functionality on ebook platform 

Exclusions 

Items generally not considered for selection as a general policy include but are 

not limited to: 

 Self-help books 
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 Books promoting a particular religion or ideology. 

o Books detailing the involvement of a religious or spiritual group in 

Arizona’s development are accepted, e.g. a history of the Church of 

Latter-Day Saints in Arizona.  

 Books describing a field of study that is not specific to Arizona 

o For example, Native Americans, borderlands, Southwestern 

anthropology are all fields that are connected to Arizona and could 

be included despite a broader geographic focus.  

 Government publications, e.g. annual reports, pamphlets, documents, 

maps 

o Note: Monographs published by government agencies are selected 

when appropriate and offer narrative or interpretive value.  

 Promotional materials for specific individuals or groups, such as 

politicians currently seeking office 

 Pornography, hate speech, or other offensive materials 

 Illegal or copyright infringing content 

Arizona Archival Ebooks 

Arizona Archival Ebooks is a unique collection within Reading Arizona featuring 

digitized public domain and archival books. The collection is a useful resource 

for high school and college students seeking primary sources, as well as 

researchers studying Arizona and Western history, archaeology and 

anthropology, ethnography, geology, natural history and other related topics. 

The same general principles and exclusions apply to Arizona Archival Ebooks 

content selection, in addition to the following criteria: 

 Books have expired copyrights and are in the public domain, typically 

occurring 70 years after original publication 

 Text is available as a single manuscript-length document 

 Exclusions 

o Periodicals and newspapers 

o Image-heavy materials such as maps, pamphlets and brochures, 

yearbooks, sketchbooks, illustrated books 

o Single-page artifacts 

o Texts with no narrative or interpretive value 
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Emerging Arizona Authors Collection 

 

The Emerging Arizona Authors collection highlights the state’s burgeoning self-

publishing community. Manuscripts may be self-published or unpublished. In 

addition to meeting the general principles for content selection, manuscripts 

must meet the following criteria: 

 

 Author must reside in Arizona 

 Ebook is polished, complete, in one .doc, .docx, or .pdf file for submissions 

with illustrations 

 Submissions must be donated to the library and will become the property 

of the Arizona State Library 

 Ebook will be available to multiple users per checkout period 

 All category winners from the annual ONEBOOKAZ contest will be 

featured, regardless of subject 

 

Local and Family History 

 

The Local and Family History collection features the stories that built 

communities and formed Arizona. Manuscripts may be self-published, 

unpublished, or published through local cultural institutions. The State Library 

may help to digitize physical books when necessary. In addition to meeting the 

general principles for content selection, manuscripts must meet the following 

criteria: 

 

 The party submitting the book has obtained permission from the rights 

holder, and signed an agreement with the State Library to host the ebook 

for multiuser and perpetual access 

 Submissions must be donated to the library and will become the property 

of the Arizona State Library 

 Family histories: the majority of the text must be set in Arizona, or at least 

the Southwest 


